


Jerusalem was bustling
with preparations for
caster. Families were
getting ready to celepbrate.
I he traaditional palm leaves
WEere everywnere, on
churches, in markets and
even in homes.

"Mama, why do they use
palm leaves?” Salma asked.

“They remind us of the
time people welcomed
Jesus with palm branches,”
Mama Hala explainead.




"Mrs. Mary has broken her
arm,” Salma’s mother
informed her.

"She won't be able to
pbake her special Easter
cookies this year,” she said

( signhing.
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‘| wish | could help, but

( time is short, and she

A needs 100 cookies.”

’ “I'll help you, Mama,”

oalma said eagerly. “| can

ask my friends to join, too.”
Mama Hala clapped her

hands. “And I'll invite mine
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The next day, mothers ana
children arrived. Mama Hala
brought out the cookie
dough she had prepared.
The kitchen smelled of
cinnamon and butter.

ohe scooped a spoonful of
the sweet date filling, rollec
it into a ball, and wrapped it
in dough.

"Now comes the fun part
she said, pressing it into a
mould to form a camel-
shaped cookie
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Salma noticed the
adults’ cookies looked

ifferent.

"Why are they different?”

e asked.

These are Ka'ek
aamoul, traditional date
okies,” Mama Hala said.

“They remind us of the

rown of thorns Jesus
ore.”
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‘Can | try?” salma asked.

_ "Of coursel” Mama Hala
S e smiled.

ohe shaped the dough
into a ring, pinched a
zigzag pattern with a
pincer, and handed it to
Salma.

oalma grinned. “I'll make
the best one!”




Little Tania frowned as
she struggled to roll her
dougnh.

"My cookie looks more like
the map of Palestine,” she
said glumluy.

Mama Hala chucklead.

"I hat gives me an idea.”
From a drawer she pullead
out a special cookie cutter.

"Look what | found for
you,” she said, handing it to
Tania.

Tania’s eyes lit up. “Now
my cookies will be truly
speciall”



The next day, the chilaren
proudly carried trays of
cookies to Mrs. Mary's
house.

“Thank you!™ Mrs. Mary
said. “Easter wouldn’t be
the same without them.”

"I made a camel-shaped
cookie for you,” Jad said.

"And mine are the map o
Palestine,” Tania added.

“They're all amazing!”
said Mrs. Mary. “Everyone
- isinvited for the Easter
party on Sundauy.”
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That sunday, the children
joined Mrs. Mary’s family for
caster fun. They eagerly
decorated eggs with brignt
paints and paper.

Then came the “Cracking the
Eggs” game - giggles erupted
as shells broke!

"Now for the Easter egg
hunt.” “Whoever finds the
golden egg wins a special
suprise,” Mrs. Mary announced.

The kids took off. Above ana
below the shrubs they peeked
and pried, crouched ana
crawled. They darted, they
dashed - hunting high and low.
The fun had begun!
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